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\, Putting Pen to Paper: gz
=" The History of Ballpoint Pens <3
o e
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Ballpoint pens may not seem like

, , . ballpoint pen

anything special, but they’ve made our * [bol.pornt] [pen] 9%

| lives more convenient than you might  XRamA%Ek (point)
I . . g ; /B (ball) FEMIEK © B8R R ICHE i
realize. The story behind their invention’ BT ¥R A-RERA W ARBAMELE i,

+ may also surprise you. L FEMES  RRERHSHESSE BT, A
BRBMATRE - 18 TRFE - TRTAER, , :
LaszI6 Bir6, a Hungarian journalist,® BREATM- i 5
= b

is said to have invented the ballpoint
pen in 1938. Before the ballpoint pen,

it rolls to pick ink insi
people used fountain pens. These old- i Pick Up lplcinside.thenpen and

tran i : i 6
o fashioned pens had to be refilled often, sfor® It oo paper. Ahs inspiration g

and they leaked? and smudged* easily. {7%100:508145 659,194 A mexpectod |

Since Biré spent much of his day writing, soTJrce. L e o=

he was all too familiar® with these e T oy ol

st » a marble through a puddle,* creating a
line of water on the street and giving Bird
the idea for the ballpoint design. However,
the real breakthrough® came when Bir6
got help from his brother, who was a

» Scientist. He developed a thick, fast-
drying ink for Biré’s pen.

s Many inventors had tried to design
similar types of pens before Bird, but
none had succeeded. Biré’s ballpoint
pen design used a small ball instead of a
nib. When the ball is pressed onto paper,
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D CANDID CANED
Biré began selling his pen in
Argentina, where he and his brother
had fled to during World War
II. His biggest customer was
» the UK’s Royal Air Force, which
ordered 30,000 pens to allow its
crews' to write more easily while in
the air. Unfortunately, Bir6 wasn’t able
to spread his invention around the world.
« Instead, American businessman Milton
Reynolds was the man responsible?® for
that. After seeing the pens in Argentina,
he changed the design just enough to
sell them as his own. Though expensive,
s the pens were a big hit with American
customers in the 1940s.

Eventually, mass production made
plastic ballpoint pens more affordable,®
and soon they were a household?®

» staple.® Although ballpoint pens were
convenient, they changed the way that
people write. Because of the way the ink
flows, it doesn’t feel natural to join letters
together. In addition, ballpoint pens

» can be less comfortable to write with
because more pressure must be applied
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when writing with them. Some say these
factors contributed* to the decline® of
cursive® writing.

» Ballpoint pens have become an
essential® tool in our everyday lives.
Who would have thought that this
amazing invention was inspired by

something as simple as children playing

s with marbles?
* X REI SN 78R

Do you prefer to write wi il?
Wios write with a pen or a pencil?

* Lprefer writing with . . . because . . .
* Llike writing with . . . better because . . .
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BSER2IT  Language Notes
1. ®% "HR, noR

sb/sth + be said to V. &7 " REEAE---
BROEEREISAES - to V. BRRTEARRR
to have + p.p. * #4132 is said to have invented
...in 1938 (IME—N=N\FEREAT -+ )e

 Fall is said to be the best season to visit Canada.
BRUKERBSEINEABIABSE o

* The tradition is said to have started in 1603.
EIREFRRRE—NO=FERIAM -

2. instead of i instead AYLEH;

instead of Cinstead |
Eol 3 NFR\ )
ZHEHMAHN. 8 | ®RRT :
sEE T TERIRE R
| V-ing ' 48 TRE- 5 | Z R, (p.48
\mﬁ ' AR -een a0 £1017) g

¢ Instead of eating out, | decided to cook dinner.
HRERGERMARBEEL

» We decided not to go to the baseball game.
Instead, we went hiking.
HPTRAETELEBHIRLE - R2 - BffiEmeL -

IR R B

« Hungarian [-hay gerion] adj. @ZFIE n. AFFIA
= Argentina [-ardzen’tina] n. PAAREE (p. 48 B217)
« UK n. 5 (p.48 %5 77 + 5 United Kingdom EFS#%)
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45 Vocabulary

* 1. invention [in° venfon] n. 88 ; M
[ inventor [in'venta] n. BEAR (8 1577)
The telephone is one of the most important
inventions of all time.

*2. leak [lik] v. (k- Bi%) R - AR
Air is leaking out of the tire, and | don’t know
what to do about it.

SE et

+ 3. familiar [fo milj2] adj. #B#I (3 be familiar with
sth #i "8 BB )
Food delivery drivers are a familiar sight on the
streets of most big cities.

x4. inconvenience [.imkon vinjons] n. F& (#95)
My computer crashed this morning, which is a
major inconvenience for me.

5. transfer [trens 3] v. $§ED - 8953 - @3
| transferred the money into your bank account.

x6. inspiration [ mspo'refon] n. BWE
inspire [in'spar] v. B - 8 FHWEK (p. 48 133 77)
The artist says he gets his inspiration from his
daily life.

o FROER: MHSE
x o journalist [ d3anolist] n. ¥ifEEE ; METLIEE
smudge [smads] v. FERLFR - Fi
+ puddle [ padl] n. ki
x o breakthrough [ brek.Oru] n. ZER - RWAEER

*

fountain pen
[ faunt] [pen]
W

nib [nib]

ink [mk] 2k SRR

[ Give It a Try NS =

0 EER—UFENE  BRMERFERAEE LR
The traffic jam was an 1 ‘but we
managed to arrive in time to catch our flight.

0 BKEHLBTAREAE
Jamie walked to school
taking a bus.
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BT Language Notes Z# Vocabulary K BAEHTAN TR

1. BEXH it wmx *1.Crew [kru] n. (FeMsiasey) 28848 ; —E I
X4 it doesn’t feel natural to V. MURES it 1 ¢hi ; . tord
BRERto V. BF " BBTEE, o feel 12 i e c;lptfln of the ship asked the crew to do
EABRER - T TRR G, RERVERA B
A o TAATER oV, * 2. responsible [rr'spansabol] adj. fEARER ; BE

* [To talk about my feelings with people | don’t FEHY (be responsible for sth i - BFE ; Ba--—R
know well] doesn’t feel natural. HERE,)
(™ SARER it RF to V. » BnaEEpE The teac!'ler discovered that pennis was
— It doesn’t feel natural [to talk about my feelings responsible for the broken window.

With Peopielidaii't knowfiel household ['haus.hold] adj. RAK) « Rk : R
BEB TR AR BRRNE S RRETES - peibmialii

Diane made a list of all the household chores
that need to be done.
* 4. contribute [kon'tribjut] v. {2{& : B #HEM
(4% to NV-ing 27 © 8L~ SR 5 )
A heart problem contributed to the singer’s death.

2. Who would have thought . . . 51 F &

Who would have thought that this amazing
invention was inspired by something as
simple as children playing with marbles?

© R4 who would have thought . . . ? Rzkzig  *5 essential [rsenfoll ad ZoAw) )  TAILRE

¥F o B THEARE.. ? 4 o #EAE that 74 » Heat, electricity, and hot water are considered
that AT &EE o essential services.

¢ Who would have thought TImmy would grow up ~ ********ssesessesssssassussnnsitiasinsssatsussscsnsasnes
to be a doctor? ¢ FROWE : GHSS
EEFEIRRRATEEER 7

* + affordable [o'fordobol] adj. EIB{SER) - BSHEAY
@ as Adj. as . . . BIZAFARMELE &R "fﬁ'. """ = + staple ['stepol] n. FEES
#------; » 25 children playing . . . 2 children *+ decline [drklam] n. 8 « %7 : W4

who played s e LT : cursive [k3siv] adj. ERHS (cursive writing 3 T35 «

*

*

* Few things are as fun as making a snowman. anE,)
BLOEEBHEBA—BRIFI

o There was a little boy flying a kite in the park.
BN BREAEERES -

Reading Comprehension \GESCRENEES

|
|
Why was Biré so familiar with the {l
inconveniences of using a fountain pen?
A. As a journalist, he spent a lot of time }
e - writing.
xt and write down any ; ‘
::::ie:‘h:::gt: ;:ec:,entain the reason why B. He was an inventor and often needed

i le don't feel natural to join letters to write down his ideas.
toar;{h :‘:’h on writing with a ballpoint pen. C. He often wrote letters to his brother.

9 : D. He liked to draw pictures of everyday ‘
Ny o ¢ things like puddles and marbles. 1
TR T R CRAMSNN 78 W ‘
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